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I liad arranged with the Imam for a party to meet me during the night between Sanaa and Haddah, or else was making for Khaulan. For this reason the parties sent in pursuit were strong enough to deal with any force they were likely to encounter. Their instructions were to " take us alive if possible." No one in Sanaa, however, expected to see us again, dead or alive, and when the patrols began to return empty-handed the following day no one doubted but that we were safely with the Imam.
When we were captured twenty-four hours later within half a mile of Sanaa, no one knew what to think. A great number of the officers, Izzet Pasha among them, concluded that their suspicions were unfounded after all. Others, including the Vali, still clung to the spy idea, and many wanted to court-martial us. Izzet Pasha insisted on referring to Stamboul for instructions, and the order came that we were to be returned to Hodeidah forthwith. The soldiers who had ill-treated us were all imprisoned directly Izzet Pasha heard what had happened.
This account of what happened was confirmed in all essential particulars by what we heard both before and after it was given. It explained what had puzzled Ahmad and myself, namely the delay in starting the pursuit and the fact that they made no attempt to " drive " for us.
I will pass over the time we spent in prison in as few words as possible. We were searched and relieved of all papers, among them the " Turkish" passport I had used on the Mecca journey. My shirt of mail, which was taken, was destined to figure among the other "exhibits.55 I was very closely guarded : a sentry with fixed bayonet guarded the door and another the window, which was strongly barred. We were allowed to order what food we required from the "steward," who got it from the market, and, as I had plenty of money, we suffered no hardship in this respect. We were not allowed table knives or even a safety razor, for fear, so they told us, that we might commit suicide. This looked ominous.
For many days I was doubtful as to the fate in store for us. I applied at once for leave to telegraph to the